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                                                     PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Hello Everybody,

     I hope you are all well! As most of you know, our show is right around the corner! Luckily we
had a half decent winter this year which enabled us to get a little bit of a head start on a few
things that needed to be done. We installed new heating units and LED lighting in the kitchen and 
performed a lot of maintenance to the Lull. The Lull is vital to us because we are able to pick up and 
move most items around the showgrounds, such as trees, equipment, crates etc.

     On that note, we still have a lot of building maintenance that needs to be done this year. The big
project this year is to put a new roof on the Craft Building due to quite a few leaks. We are also hoping 
to address a few other buildings that have leaks and/or need painting. Not only do these items need to 
be addressed, but we still have the normal maintenance such as cutting grass
and weed whacking the showgrounds that is very time consuming. As always, we can use your
help which is greatly appreciated.

     With all that being said we always appreciate you coming to our shows and supporting us, it
helps to keep the show alive for future generations. Whether it is a $5.00 donation at the gate or
$20.00 for camping or membership fees, it helps to keep us going so we can continue the
maintenance and upkeep to ensure that the shows continue to grow.

http://www.portersvillesteamshow.org/


     If you would like to help us grow and work on projects with us but are not sure when or how to
get involved feel free to reach out to anyone on the board of directors, and please feel free to
call me at any time.

     On another note we are going to sell the road grader. It is being offered to the membership first
and will be for sale at our shows. The grader is an Austin Western 4 wheel drive with a main and
auxiliary transmission, powered by a 450 International Harvester gas-diesel engine. Pictures of
the grader and serial number are in the newsletter. Price is $3,500.00, if interested please get in
touch with me. If you purchase the grader we have a trucking company that is willing to haul it if
you can’t.

We hope to see you soon!!
       
       Nathan Minnitte
       President     

                                                 
                                                                 PROJECTS 2024

• Get PA System operational.
•  Repair and paint deck on the kitchen.
• Install head wall for the new drainage pipe.
• Foot bridges need attention.
• New tops for picnic tables.
• Roof repair on Harvest Kitchen.
• Gutters on Engine lot building.
•  Level trailer next to grader building,
• Add a roof from the grader building to the trailer.
• Clean and organize the snack shack.
• Stump grinding.
• Safety fence for the sawmill.
• Reroute kitchen drain.
• Repair the Lull.
• Inventory of club assets.
• New roof on craft barn.
• Repair kitchen roof.

      As you can see, we have plenty of projects for 2024. 
We will be  posting the workdays on our website and Facebook along with the project chosen for that day,
Any help would be greatly appreciated.           
                                                      



                                                      
                                                    FEATURES  2024

     J.I. Case Company was created in 1842 by Jerome I. Case and had a full line of farm 
equipment. The tractor shown here belongs to Jack Rinker.  This tractor was owned by his 
father and was sold with the farm. In 1997 he found it again and brought it back to the family. 
Lets see what Case Equipment you might have 

      Horsepower and Small Engines were used to power many things over the years.        
Bring what you have to surprise us.

Feature for the year 2025 are vertical gas engines, crawlers and walk behinds.

Show dates for 2025 are  Spring May 17, 18 – Summer July 31, Aug. 1,2,3 – Fall Oct.  4,5



                                                STEAMSHOW BEGINNINGS
                                                         BY TOM DOWNING

Our club is one of quite a number which sprang up in the late 50’s and 60’s of this century in this 
country and England, primarily. The basis of the movement is the nostalgia for steam power in general, 
and traction engines in particular. By the time steam on the railroads, which was by far the most visible 
and most familiar to the average person, was gone. But the romance and fond memory of stem dies 
hard! And so when it became known that a few engines had escaped the cutter’s torch of World War II 
scrap drives, they became sought after antiques, rather than old junk piles on wheels. In our club’s 
history this attraction was sufficiently strong for Charles McMurray of Slippery Rock, PA. He bought 
and hauled home a 12 HP CASE traction engine built in 1911 from the state of Virginia in 1960. He 
recalled that they went for it on a November or December weekend and came home through a driving 
snowstorm.

Charle is the son of Lawrence County’s best known thresherman, John McMurray, who covered large 
parts of Scott and Plain Grove townships. John had owned two TWENTIETH CENTURY engines for 
threshing until a 28-44 OLIVER-HART PARR tractor took over in the mid thirties. They used the 
second steamer for sawmill work through World War II. Charles sold it in 1948 after his father died to 
Reverend Ritz. So the McMurray farm was without a “steamer” for twelve or thirteen years until the 
CASE traction engine came along. 

After the engine became known around those “parts”, a local CASE machinery dealer decided that it 
would make a great exhibit for his space at the Butler Fair. This dealer was Harold Bupp of Harmony, 
PA. This exposure at the fair plus a threshing at the McMurray farm in 1962, attracted sufficient 
attention to get a group of steam enthusiasts formed. Charles McMurray was the first president, J 
Francis Boak the first secretary, from New Castle, and John Stuart of Volant, the first treasurer. There 
was no charter to sign at that time so the list of official founders is very hard to nail down. But 
founding officers are of primary importance for sure. Strange to say now, there was always some 
movement of membership. One man in particular said when they decided to set up a public show. 
“That’s a fool idea and it will fail, so I won’t have nothin’ to do with it”! Others argued about steam 
versus gas engines and tractors. Also, rented ground versus owned show grounds or working with local 
fairs, etc. But the determined group maintained a presence and has had a public show at least once a 
year since 1963.

The first two shows were at the New Castle fair, then held on J. R. Rick stock farm on Rt# 108 east of 
New Castle, PA. Then due to a disagreement, it was moved to the Butler Fair near Prospect, PA. In 
1965. The carnival atmosphere proved to be too overwhelming at the fair! An offer was accepted to 
show at the Community Club grounds in the village of  Middle Lancaster, Butler County, PA along with
the Community Club. It was in debt and wanted to raise money! The steam association would handle 
the ticket gate and show and the Community Club the food concessions. That arrangement worked 
quite well for several years. Then the Community Club got out of debt and their enthusiasm waned for 
the week of hard work involved at showtime. The show remained in Middle Lancaster until 1974. By 
1975, then chartered.  NORTHWEST PA STEAM ENGINE & OLD EQUIPMENT ASSOCIATION, 
the club purchased land in Portersville, PA and has been there to this day.



                                                  BUY , SELL, TRADE

        Looking for International Harvester tools please contact Don Fuechslin at 724 – 421-5911

        Looking for Equipment Watch Fob/Straps please call Albert Fleeger 724 – 283 – 8233

        Need 1940 International L-150 parts. Need some 20” 6 bolt wheels 6 X 7 3/16 takes a
        7.50- 20 tire. Please call Joe Roman at 724-452-9249.

         For sale by Portersville Steam Show, Austin Weston Grader - Serial # H1606
4 wheel drive, main and auxiliary transmission, 450 International harvester gas-diesel
engine.

     The grader will be on display at the shows. Price $3.500.00. Please contact Nate
Minnitte at 724-504-8243. If you need help moving the grader we have a trucking
company which will help transport.

     Once the new roof is put on the craft barn we will have some old metal roofing if anyone
is interested in purchasing. Please contact Nate Minnitte at 724-504-8243.



                                                                                                                                                         
                                              FRIEND'S WE HAVE  LOST  2024

Art Garmer
Bernice Lewis

Cynthia Cooper

                                                                                                                                                         
                                       We sincerely apologize if we missed anyone.    

                                                           SPECIAL THANKS

                          Carl Clingyer for the donation of the Farmall Cub Tractor

                                                              

                                                             AT THE OFFICE

                Please come and check out the new hats and shirts for purchase at the office.

                                                                  MUSEUM

                                 Come check out the new addition to the museum.



                   NORTHWEST PA. STEAMENGINE & OLD EQUIPMENT ASSN.
                         
                                              MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

           NEW MEMBER____               RENEWAL____                    LIFE TIME____

                           INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP $10.00 PER YEAR 
                             FAMILY MEMBERSHIP $15.00 PER YEAR
                     ( family member 18 years of age and younger residing at the same address)

                                   LIFE TIME MEMBERSHIP $150.00

                                                                                               Total Remittance $_____
    NAME______________________________________________________________
    ADDRESS___________________________________________________________
    CITY__________________________________________STATE_____ZIP_______
    EMAIL ADDRESS____________________________________________________

                                   Make check payable to & mail to:  Portersville Steam Association 
                                                            P.O. Box 25, Portersville, Pa. 16051
  
Please enclose a postage paid envelope to receive membership a card or pick up  at the office 
during the shows.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                ACTIVITIES   CALENDAR
                                                                    2024

                                                               Show Dates
                     Spring Gas Up – May 18, 19      Summer – Aug. 1, 2, 3, 4      Fall Fling – Oct. 5, 6
                                                          
                                                                         Directors Meeting  
                                                                            2nd Tuesdays 7pm 
           Feb. 13 - March 12 – April 9- May 14 – June 11 – July 9 – Aug. 13– Sept. 10 – Oct. 8 – Nov. 12

                                                                         General Meeting  
                                                                             3rd Fridays 7:30pm
                    March 15 – April19 – May 17 – June 21 – July 19 – Aug. 16 – Sept. 20 – Oct. 18

                                                                             Work Days 
                    March 16 – April 20 -  May 14-17 – June 22 – July 20 ,29,30,31  – Aug. 17 – Sept. 21- Oct.  1-4, 19 

                                                                         
Please note: workdays can be any day for individuals that want to work on their own schedule as time permits.  
Please work safely and/or with someone else around and near by.
                                     
N.W. PA STEAM ENGINE 



& OLD EQUIP. ASS'N INC.
P.O. BOX 25 
1512 Rt. 19 Perry Hwy. 
PORTERSVILLE, PA.  16051

                                                                                OFFICER & DIRECTORS FOR 2024 

                                                                                      

President- Nate Minnitte                    Vice President – Gary Templin                Secretary – Wanda Wright 
724-504-8243                                      412 – 965 – 1545                                     724 – 368 - 3173

Treasurer – Charlotte Fuechslin
724 – 776 - 1686
 
Celeste Templin          Jay Wright                      Kim Otto                       Clyde Smith                Colton  Martin   
412 – 965 – 1545        724- 498 – 5485            724- 496 – 5367            724 – 285 – 5471         724 - 679 -  1563

Ryan Crawford            Bob Lewis                     Frank Noland                Wayne Young 
724 – 487 – 0735        724 – 256 - 1482           724 – 712 – 3938           724 – 452 - 9545
                                                                          724 – 452 – 6931 

Please visit our website and Facebook for more information about future events and any question you may have.


